
Information on an Environmental Study 



Alamo RMA Commitment to Our Community

 Provide local leadership and control over transportation projects to 
keep our economy moving p y g

 Accelerate the construction of needed multi-modal transportation 
projects to address quality of life issues 

 Leverage federal, state, regional and local funds through the use of all 
available funding tools 

 Ensure that motorists will always have a choice between tolled and 
non-tolled lanes, and work to develop other multi-modal projects to help 
keep our region moving  

 Increase travel safety for our community by decreasing congestion
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Why do you have to do an environmental studyWhy do you have to do an environmental study 
before you can start building a road project? 

3



National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

On January 1, 1970 the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) was signed into 
Law. NEPA established a national environmental policy intentionally focused on Federal activities 
and the desire for a sustainable environment balanced with other essential needs of present andand the desire for a sustainable environment balanced with other essential needs of present and 
future generations of Americans. 

NEPA established a supplemental mandate for Federal agencies to consider the potential 
environmental consequences of their proposals document the analysis and make thisenvironmental consequences of their proposals, document the analysis, and make this 
information available to the public for comment prior to implementation. The environmental 
protection policy established in NEPA, Section 101, is supported by a set of "action forcing" 
provisions in Section 102 that form the basic framework for Federal decisionmaking and the 
NEPA process. 

While NEPA established the basic framework for integrating environmental considerations into 
Federal decisionmaking, it did not provide the details of the process for which it would be 
accomplished. Federal implementation of NEPA was the charge of the Council on Environmental 
Quality (CEQ) which interpreted the law and addressed NEPA’s action forcing provisions in theQuality (CEQ), which interpreted the law and addressed NEPA s action forcing provisions in the 
form of regulations and guidance. 

From the Federal Highway Administration website – http://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov 
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The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and NEPA

NEPA requires, to the fullest extent possible, that the policies, regulations, and laws 
of the Federal Government be interpreted and administered in accordance with its 

i l i l NEPA l i F d l ienvironmental protection goals. NEPA also requires Federal agencies to use an 
interdisciplinary approach in planning and decisionmaking for any action that 
adversely impacts the environment. 

NEPA requires and FHWA is committed to the examination and avoidance of 
potential impacts to the social and natural environment when considering approval of 
proposed transportation projects. In addition to evaluating the potential 
environmental effects, we must also take into account the transportation needs of the 
public in reaching a decision that is in the best overall public interest. The FHWA 
NEPA project development process is an approach to balanced transportation 
decisionmaking that takes into account the potential impacts on the human and 
natural environment and the public’s need for safe and efficient transportation. 

From the Federal Highway Administration website – http://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov
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What types of environmental studies can beWhat types of environmental studies can be 
undertaken for transportation projects? 
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Levels of Environmental Review and Documentation 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) authorizes 
three levels of environmental review and documentationthree levels of environmental review and documentation 

 Categorical Exclusion 

 Environmental Assessment 

 Environmental Impact Statement 
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Levels of Environmental Review and Documentation 

 Categorical Exclusion 

Categorical exclusion means a category of actions which do not individually or 
cumulatively have a significant effect on the human environment ... and ... for which, 
therefore, neither an environmental assessment nor an environmental impact 
statement is required.statement is required.

-- 40 CFR 1508.4

Categorical exclusions (CEs) are actions which meet the definition contained in 40 CFR 
1508.4, and, based on past experience with similar actions, do not involve significant 
environmental impacts. They are actions which: do not induce significant impacts to 
planned growth or land use for the area, do not require the relocation of significant numbers 
of people; do not have a significant impact on any natural, cultural, recreational, historic or 
other resource; do not involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts; do not have 
significant impacts on travel patterns; and do not otherwise, either individually orsignificant impacts on travel patterns; and do not otherwise, either individually or 
cumulatively, have any significant environmental impacts. 

-- 23 CFR 771.117(a)
From the Federal Highway Administration website   - http://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/
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Levels of Environmental Documentation 

 Environmental Assessment 

When the significance of impacts of a transportation project proposal is uncertain, an 
environmental assessment (EA) is prepared to assist in making this determination. If it is 
found that significant impacts will result, the preparation of an environmental impact 
statement (EIS) should commence immediately.

An EA -
 Means a concise public document for which a Federal agency is responsible that serves to: 
 Briefly provide sufficient evidence and analysis for determining whether to prepare an 

environmental impact statement or a finding of no significant impact.
 Aid an agency's compliance with the Act when no environmental impact statement is 

necessary. 
 Facilitate preparation of a statement when one is necessary. 
 Shall include brief discussions of the need for the proposal, of alternatives as required by 

section 102(2)(E), of the environmental impacts of the proposed action and alternatives, 
and a listing of agencies and persons consulted. 

-- 40 CFR 1508.9
From the Federal Highway Administration website   - http://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/
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Levels of Environmental Documentation 

 Environmental Impact Statement 

NEPA requires Federal agencies to prepare environmental impact 
statements (EISs) for major Federal actions that significantly affect the 
quality of the human environment. An EIS is a full disclosure document q y
that details the process through which a transportation project was 
developed, includes consideration of a range of reasonable 
alternatives, analyzes the potential impacts resulting from the 
alternatives and demonstrates compliance with other applicablealternatives, and demonstrates compliance with other applicable 
environmental laws and executive orders. The EIS process in 
completed in the following ordered steps: Notice of Intent (NOI), draft 
EIS, final EIS, and record of decision (ROD). 

From the Federal Highway Administration website   - http://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/
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Levels of Environmental Documentation 

 Environmental Impact Statement  (Continued) 
The NOI is published in the Federal Register by the lead FederalThe NOI is published in the Federal Register by the lead Federal 
agency and signals the initiation of the process. Scoping, an open 
process involving the public and other Federal, state and local, 
agencies, commences immediately to identify the major and important 
issues for consideration during the study. Public involvement and 
agency coordination continues throughout the entire process. The draft 
EIS provides a detailed description of the proposal, the purpose and 
need reasonable alternatives the affected environment and presentsneed, reasonable alternatives, the affected environment, and presents 
analysis of the anticipated beneficial and adverse environmental 
effects of the alternatives. Following a formal comment period and 
receipt of comments from the public and other agencies, the FEIS will 
b d l d d i d Th FEIS ill dd th t thbe developed and issued. The FEIS will address the comments on the 
draft and identify, based on analysis and comments, the "preferred 
alternative". 
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Categorical Exclusion 

 The Proposed US 281 / Loop 1604 Interchange project 
has been classified as a categorical exclusion based onhas been classified as a categorical exclusion based on 
the improvements to safety and operational conditions 
within the proposed project limits. 
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What is examined as part of the Categorical Exclusion? 

 Potential Air Quality Impacts 
 Potential Noise Impacts Potential Noise Impacts
 Potential impacts to endangered species habit 
 Potential impacts to wetlands p
 Potential impacts to historical sites and archeological 

sites 
 Potential impacts to the Edwards Aquifer Potential impacts to the Edwards Aquifer 
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Examples of what information is considered as 
part of the environmental study for any 
t t ti j t t d t i thtransportation project to determine the 

potential impacts from the proposed project 
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Aquifer Issues 
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Karst Issues 
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Air Quality Issues 
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Air Quality Issues 
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Threatened and Endangered Species 
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Threatened and Endangered Species 
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Historic Properties 
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Where does the public fit into this? 

 Comments from tonight’s Community Open House will be 
included as part of the record for the Categoricalincluded as part of the record for the Categorical 
Exclusion being prepared for the US 281 / Loop 1604 
Categorical Exclusion 
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If you have comments about the proposed 
US 281 / Loop 1604 interchange improvements -p g p

You can do one or all of the following -

 Fill out a comment card and drop it off in any comment 
card box tonight 

 Speak with the Court  Reporter and have your comments 
included in the official record 

 Send in your comments, via fax, email or postal mail –
comments m st be recei ed b September 4 2009 to becomments must be received by September 4, 2009 to be 
included in the official record for this open house 
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If you have comments about the proposed 
US 281 / Loop 1604 interchange improvements -p g p

Mail your comments to 

US 281 / Loop 1604 Interchange Project
Alamo Regional Mobility Authority 
1222 N M i A St 10001222 N. Main Avenue, Ste 1000
San Antonio, Texas 78212

Email us at Interchange@AlamoRMA.org

Fa s at 210 495 5403 attention US 281 / Loop 1604Fax us at 210.495.5403 attention US 281 / Loop 1604 
Interchange Project 
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Don’t let tonight be all you hear about the proposed 
project - Stay Informed, Stay Involved!project Stay Informed, Stay Involved! 

Want to see more of the animation files? 
Want to stay up to date on the proposed 
project?  - Follow us online! 

Al RMAwww.AlamoRMA.org
www.YouTube.com/MovingPeopleFaster
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www.AlamoRMA.orgg
This presentation will repeat 


